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express energy or passion, and lose their appro- 
priate effect if taken in the wavering and unsa- 
tisfactory manner known as " reaching up" 
— which unfortunately is occasionally only 
" reaching nearly up." 

Singing flat, which appears to be more preva- 
lent than its opposite, is caused by weakness of 
the general vocal organs, and of the lips of the 
glottis ; or it is sometimes attributable to inac- 
tivity or stiffness of the vocal ligaments. In the 
first case, a voice becomes flat in its tones, as 
fatigue increases ; — in the second case, a singer 
will commence by singing flat, and gradually 
attain proper intonation as the muscles gain 
elasticity by action. 

Singing sharp is often the concomitant of thin, 
wiry voices; it is, like singing Jlat, caused by 
weakness, and undue contraction of the vocal 
muscles, which, after overstrained effort or 
fatigue, become disobedient to a singer's controul. 

Both the above-named defects of intonation 
are intolerable, but, unfortunately, not easy to 
combat by written laws or antidotes, being only 
partly occasioned by physical and ascertained 
deficiencies ; they originate greatly from an ab- 
sence of " musical ear," which is one of the 
unfathomable mysteries that constantly baffle an 
enquiring mind. This innate perception, or 
" good ear for music," when united to docile 
muscular agents, is the only real guarantee for 
correct intonation, and should be cultivated and 
assured by the habit of singing, without accom- 
paniment, concerted or single pieces, and constant 
practice of reading at sight : the natural faculty 
will thus attain the accuracy and self-reliance 
necessary to its full development. 

As regards general and practical rules for cor- 
rect intonation, but one exists, which is — 
" Always sing in tune." 

(To be concluded in our next.) 



Brief Chronicle of the last ittontlu 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Our Subscribers are informed that they can now be supplied with 
copies of the Musical Times for February. We regret that the 
large increase of circulation should not have been met with suffi- 
cient promptness, and that many of our friends should consequently 
have been disappointed in obtaining copies. 

C, J. F. — The mistake in the Alio part of " Green Leaves " can at once 
be corrected by referring to the Accompaniment. The re for the 
Alto voice in the last bar but three should be sol. 

We cannot undertake to return offered contributions; the authors, there- 
fore, will do well to retain copies. 

The late hour at which Advertisements reach us, interferes much with 
their proper classification. 

Colored Envelopes aresenlto all Subscriberswhosepaymentinadvance 
is exhausted. The paper will be discontinued where the Subscriber 
neglects to renew. We again remind those who are disappointed in 
getting back numbers, that only the music pages are stereotyped, 
and of the rest of the paper, only sufficient are printed to supply the 
current sale. 

Notices of concerts and other information supplied by our friends in the 
country, must be forwarded as early as possible after the occurrence, 
otherwise they cannot be inserted. It frequently occurs, that 
letters and papers respecting concerts which have taken place early 
in the month, do not reach us till the day of publication. 

All communications must be authenticated by the proper name and 
address of the writer, not necessarily for publication. 

We would request those who send us country newspapers, wishing us to 
read particular paragraphs, to mark the passage, by cutting a slip 
in the paper near it. 

Musical Contributions. — We take this opportunity of thanking many 
of our friends for their kindness in offering us musical compo- 
sitions for publication, but it is right to state that it would be 
quite inconsistent with our arrangements to entertain any offer of 
this nature. 



Beaufort. — A concert was given in the School-room, 
on the 31st of January, in aid of the funds of the British 
Schools. Among the performers were Mrs. Sage, Miss 
Lewis, Miss H. Roberts, and Miss Morgan; and Herr 
PfiefFer on the violin. Mr. G. Sage was the conductor. 

Belgrave (Leicestershire). — An excellent Church 
Choir has been organised here, on the voluntary system, 
under the superintendence of the vicar and churchwardens. 
The services of Mr. Stewart, of Leicester, have been 
secured to train the voices, and under him the choir can- 
not fail to be thoroughly grounded in the knowledge of 
church music. Mr. Pawley, schoolmaster, has been ap- 
pointed choir-master, and, if we may judge from the 
quality of the voices, the regularity and punctuality 
evinced at the practice-meetings since its formation, and 
the interest and delight all feel in the undertaking, there 
is every reason to hope the efforts will be crowned with 
complete success. The last hour is devoted to secular 
music. A reading-room has also been opened in connec- 
tion with the Church Choir, which answers admirably. 

Bradford.— The Choir of College Chapel, with the 
assistance of a few friends, gave a public rehearsal, in 
their School-room, on the 15th ult., to a select audience. 
Thefirst part consisted of part-songs, madrigals, &c, — the 
second beinga selection from Handel's Messiah, — thewhole 
of which were rendered with ability. The audience 
seemed highly pleased with the evening's entertainment. 
Mr. Jesse Northend presided at the harmonium. Mr. 
Whitaker, the leader of the choir, conducted on the 
occasion. 

Camberwell. — A concert was given at Camberwell 
Hall on the 4th of February, by Herr Pauer, — which, 
owing to the unpropitious state of the weather, was but 
thinly attended. The principal singers were Miss Gerard 
and Mdlle. Beyrens. The former, who is a pupil of Sig. 
Garcia, has a voice of great power and compass. Her 
singing is highly finished, and she is likely to become a 
great favourite with the public. Mdlle. Beyrens sang with 
much taste. The rest of the concert consisted of instru- 
mental music, which was well performed, Herr Pauer 
himself displaying considerable talent as a pianist. 

Cecilian Society. — Alexander's Feast was performed 
on the 28th of January, when the solo vocalists were Miss 
Fordham, Mr. J. W. Morgan, and Mr. Beardwell. Or- 
ganist, Mr. Baines ; conductor, Mr. Boardman. Men- 
delssohn's St. Paul will be the next performance. 

Chertsey. — A free concert for " the people " was 
given by the Choral Association, on the 16th ult., con- 
ducted by Mr. Samuel Gee, organist and choir-master of 
the Parish Church. The music was most efficiently ren- 
dered. This association musters between fifty and sixty 
voices already, and is greatly prospering. 

Chester-le-Street. — The Church Choir gave their 
annual concert, in the large National School room, on the 
17th ult. The leading families of the town and neigh- 
bourhood attended, and the audience was very large. The 
concert consisted of secular pieces, which were exceed- 
ingly well received. The school children performed 
several glees very correctly. Mr. Hall presided at the 
pianoforte, and Mr. George Scott conducted. 

Clifton. — The Vocal Association sang several choral 
part-songs, by Henry H. Smart and Macfarren, at a con- 
cert in the Victoria Rooms, on the 8th of last month. 
The principal performers on the occasion were Madame 
Viardot Garcia, Signori Luchesi and Dragone, Miss 
Arabella Goddard, Signor Begondi, &c. The choral 
portions of the entertainment were given in a manner that 
would have reflected credit on the metropolitan societies. 

Crosby Hall, Bishopsoate Street. — On the 17th 
of February, an organ performance was given by Mr. T. 
C Reynolds, with illustrative remarks by the Rev. J. W. 
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Lauglilin. The first part of the programme was devoted 
exclusively to selections from Handel's Messiah, and the 
second part was miscellaneous. The performance was 
much applauded. 

Dewseury. — An evening concert was given in the New 
Public Hal), on Monday, the 27th ult., when the following 
eminent artistes were engaged : — Mademoiselle Merei, 
Miss Whitham, Miss Newbound, Mr. A. Mann, and Mr. 
D. Lambert. The concert was a most successful one, 
there being upwards of three thousand of the elite of 
Dewsbury and the neighbourhood, in the New Hall. Mr. 
Broughton played the " La Harpe Eolienne," and accom- 
panied the songs, &c, with great taste and skill on the 
pianoforte. 

Eton. — A soiree musicale was given by Mr. W. G. 
Cusins, at the Mathematical School, Eton, on the 1st of 
February, by the permission of the Rev. S. Hawtrey. 
The programme comprised several pianoforte pieces by 
Mr. Cusins, and a duet played by him with Professor 
Sterndale Bennett. Miss Dolby and Mr. WhifHn were 
the only vocalists. The former sang a MS. composition 
of Mr. Cusins. 

Elstree (Herts). — Mr. Wynne, late organist of High 
Ereal, in the county of Shropshire, has recently been 
appointed organist to the Parish Church of Elstree. 

Grimsby.— A concert, given by the Grimsby Choral 
Society, took place on the 11th ult., in the Corn Exchange. 
The society was assisted by the much-admired Quartett 
Band, and the music was conducted by Mr. Charles Kew. 
The first part consisted of selections from the Detiingen 
Te Deum, Mendelssohn's St. Paul, and Handel's Joshua. 
The second part was entirely secular. The music was 
well performed throughout. 

Landport. — The Musical Union of this town gave 
their third concert for the season on the 31st of January, 
at the Society's Hall. The room was well filled, and the 
performance gave great satisfaction. Messrs. Madge, 
Bevis, Elmes, and Pearce, were much applauded. The 
band was efficient, and the orchestra numbered 50 
performers. 

Leeds. — The Town Hall Concert Society gave a per- 
formance of Judas Maccabans. in the Victoria Hall, on the 
29th of January. Madame RudersdorfF, Miss Palmer, and 
Messrs. G. Perren and Santley, were the vocalists, and the 
chorus of the Leeds Madrigal and Motett Society, number- 
ing nearly 200 performers, together with a full band. 
Sig. Randegger was the organist ; Mr. Haddock, leader ; 
and Mr. Spark, conductor. With such talent, it is not 
to be wondered at that the oratorio was most ably per- 
formed. — The first of a promised series of orchestral 
concerts was given, on the Itch ult., at the Town Hall. 
The attractive names in the programme drew together a 
large audience. The vocalists were Madame Viardot 
Garcia, Miss Eyles, Sig. Luchesi, and Sig. Dragone. 
Miss Arabella Goddard performed several times on the 
pianoforte, and each piece was rapturously encored. The 
delicacy and taste displayed by her in every passage 
made a deep impression upon her hearers. A solo on the 
concertina, by Sig. Regondi, was admirably played. Mr. 
J. L. Hatton accompanied several of the songs, and Mr. 
Spark was the conductor. The band was led by Mr. 
Haddock. 

Leicester. — On the 28th of January, a Lecture on 
Scottish Songs and Poetry was delivered by Dr. Mackay. 
His treatment of the subject was characterised throughout 
by perspicuity and beauty of language, and abundant mate- 
rials, but without producing tediousness. The lecture was 
judiciously illustrated by the performance of some of the 
most popular of Burns' compositions. These were sung 
by Mr. Oldershaw, with humour and pathos.— The eighth 
of the Concerts for the People took place on the 31st of 
January, at the Temperance Hall, and was numerously 
attended. The first part of the programme consisted of 



a selection from Judas Macealceus, and the second part 
comprised songs, glees, &c. Mr. H. Nicholson conducted 
the performance, which was very effective. 

Lewes. — The members of the Lewes Sacred Harmonic 
Society gave their first public concert at the Lecture- 
room, West-street, on Wednesday, Jan. 26, to a crowded 
audience, who seemed highly satisfied with the perform- 
ance. This society has only been established one year, 
and is going on very prosperously. 

Lincoln. — The annual concert gij>en by the lay vicars 
of Lincoln Cathedral, took place a the County Assembly 
Rooms, on the 16th ult., under the patronage of the most 
influential gentlemen of the city and neighbourhood. The 
performers were Miss Whitham, the Lay Vicars, Messrs, 
Wellason, Plant, Turton, Barraclough, Brook, and Martin, 
and several members of the Choral Society. Mr. W. 
Mason, Jun., was the pianist. The programme consisted 
of a number of well-selected Songs, glees, and madrigals, 
which were performed with great precision and effect. 

Lono Sctton. — On the 1st of February, a vocal and 
instrumental concert, in aid of the funds of the Day School, 
was given in the Corn Exchange, by Mrs. Ed. Leigh 
Bennett and her sister, Miss Huntingford, when both 
ladies were received with the greatest warmth by a 
fashionable and crowded audience. A violoncello solo, by 
the Rev. Dr. Huntingford, was well performed. Mr. 
Winter, organist, with his son and two daughters, and Mr. 
Sharp, gave their assistance on the occasion. 

Mexborotjgh. — A concert has been given here, in aid 
of the funds of the Mechanics' Institute. The principal 
vocalists were Mrs. Sunderland, Miss Varney, and Messrs. 
Wilson and Rhodes. Mr. Dodgson conducted. A large 
audience was drawn together, The programme was well 
arranged and varied, embracing selections from Handel, 
Haydn, and Mendelssohn. 

Musical Society of London. — The second concert 
given by this society took place on Wednesday evening, 
the 23rd of Feb., at the St. James's Hall. Never, perhaps, 
were there so many musicians, both professional and ama- 
teur, present at any concert in the metropolis, and the 
music was looked forward to with great interest. The 
band was very numerous, and strong in every department ; 
it was impossible to have had a more efficient body of 
musicians, and the appearance of such an audience was 
well calculated to bring out all their energies. The pro- 
gramme commenced with an overture by Niels Gade, the 
first time of its performance in this country. Then fol- 
lowed " Ye twice ten hundred Deities " (Purcell), sung by 
Mr. Santley; the scena, "Medora" (Henry Smart), by 
Miss Dolby ; and a duet, for pianoforte and orchestra, 
composed and performed by Mr. Silas, an admirable com- 
position, and admirably performed. The scond part of 
the programme began with Spohr's symphony, "Die 
Weihe der Tone'' (the Power of Sound), and this was the 
great feature of the evening. The symphony is little 
known in England, by reason of its great difficulty ; but 
on this occasion it was played in a most faultless style, 
Every point of interest was brought out with consummate 
skill, and a richness of general effect that could not be 
surpassed. After the symphony, Miss Dolby sang the 
charming aria by Rossi, " Ah rendimi quel core," and she 
did it full justice. Mr. Santley sang a scena from Fair 
Rosamond, " The morning breaks;" and the concert con- 
cluded with the overture to Mozart's Zauberflute. Bar- 
nett's bass song is a most skilful and interesting compo- 
sition, and was much applauded. Mr. Alfred Mellon was 
the conductor. 

Newtown (Wales). — Mr. A. A. Evans's concert, at 
the Public Rooms, came off on Thursday, the 10th ult., 
and called together a most respectable and numerous 
audience. The principal vocalists were Miss Joesbury, 
Miss L. Joesbury, and Mr. Evans himself. The young 

(Continued on page l\.) 
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Brief Chronicie— continued from page 6. 

ladies have very pleasing voices. Several of their songs 
were encored. Mr. Evans sang some Irish hallads very 
effectively. The Newtown Philharmonic Society gave 
their services upon the occasion. Altogether the concert 
gave great satisfaction. 

Pembroke Dock. — A new organ, lately erected by Mr. 
Vowles, of Bristol, in St. John's Church, was opened on 
Sunday, the 6th ult. The instrument is a very fine-toned 
one, and was admirably played by Mr. W. Ribbons. An 
experienced choir of amateur ladies and gentlemen 
rendered efficient assistance upon this occasion. 

Ramsbottom. — On the 5th of February, the Rams- 
bottom United Choirs, under the presidency of R. D. 
Grant, Esq., gave their fourth miscellaneous concert for 
the season, in the Athenaeum, kindly lent by R. E. Ashton, 
Esq. Mr. James Reys, organist of St. Paul's Church, 
presided at the pianoforte, and the music was able con- 
ducted by Mr. J. Mossop. The programme was an ex- 
cellent one, and the concert passed off very satisfactorily. 

Sedgley. — An evening concert and lecture was given 
in the School-room, to a very numerous and respectable 
audience, on the 14th ult. The vocalists were Miss 
Poyzer, Mr. Williams, Mr. Matheson, and Mr. G. Main- 
waring. Mr. Troman presided at the pianoforte. The 
lecture, on Education, was ably delivered by Thomas 
Cooksey, Esq. The entertainment gave unqualified 
satisfaction. 

Sevenoaks. — A society, called the " Sacred Harmonic 
Union," has lately been formed at Sevenoaks, for the 
practice of sacred choral music. Mr. W. Whitehead is 
the chorus-master and conductor. 

Sheffield. — The Creation was performed on the 18th 
of February, in the Music Hall, of this town. The prin- 
cipal vocalists were Miss Witham, Miss Hiles, Miss 
Varney, Mr. Inkersall, and Mr. Gilbert. The band 
numbered about forty instruments, and the chorus about 
sixty voices. The music throughout was executed in a 
most spirited manner. Mr. Parry Jones presided at the 
organ, and Mr. J. Rhodes conducted. 

Shildon. — On the 9th ult., an entertainment was given 
at the Shildon Works, in behalf of the Mechanics' Insti- 
tution. A selection of music was performed with great 
precision and correctness by the Shildon Sax-horn Band. 
Leader, Mr. Dinsdale. The Amateur Musical Society 
rendered their assistance gratuitously, and performed a 
selection of glees and choruses in a most creditable 
manner. Mr. Dodds conducted. 

St. Albans. — A performance of Sacred Music, from 
the works of Handel, Haydn, &c, was given in the Wes- 
leyan Chapel, on Tuesday, the 22nd ult., on the occasion 
of the re-erection of the organ. Principal vocalists: — 
Mrs. Hatton, Misses Kine and Smales, Messrs. C. Lewis, 
Parsons, and Kine. Conductor, Mr. J. Tompkins ; 
organists, Messrs. Goodyear and Boff. Much satisfaction 
was expressed at the able manner in which the enlarge 
ment and improvement of the instrument had been carried 
out by Mr. John Godman, of St. Stephen's. 

St. Helier, Jersey. — The Burns Festival was cele 
brated in Jersey, at the Queen's Rooms, on the 25th of 
January, with great eclat, in the presence of 500 persons 
of all classes. The programme comprised a selection of 
Scotch music and recitations from Burns' works. The 
principal instrumentalist was Herr Ferdinand A. Janeck, 
who executed Listz's Erl King, and an impromptu, in a 
masterly manner. Mr. E. M. Lott performed a fantasia 
on Scotch airs with much taste, and two lady vocalists 
sang several of the favorite Scotch melodies with effect. 

Thirsk. — On the 21st of Feb., a most successful con- 
cert, in connection with the Mechanics' Institute, was 
given in the Public-room, by Miss Maria Wilson, of Hull, 
assisted by Messrs. Plowman, Hird, Hudson, Holmes, 
and Turner, from the Institution for the Blind, York. 



Trowbridge.— The members of the Trowbridge Har- 
monic Society met as usual, on the 25th of January, for 
practice, when Haydn's oratorio, the Creation, was selected 
for the next concert. After the two first parts had been 
performed, the members were invited by J. N. Clark, Esq., 
and their president, to sup together at the hall, which was 
decorated for the occasion. A number of toasts were 
given, and all were gratified with the evening's proceed- 
ings. On Tuesday, the 15th of February, the Fourth 

People's Concert was given at the Court Hall, under the 
able direction of Mr. F. H. Hallett. The professional 
services of Messrs. Stanley, Drage, and Kenningham, 
were engaged, and also Mr. Hallett's quartett band. The 
programme consisted of overtures, glees, songs, &c, 
which were well executed. 

Weymouth. — A new organ, built by Bevington and 
Sons, London, for the Independent Chapel, St. Nicholas- 
street, was opened on the 15th ult., and the occasion cele- 
brated by a numerously-attended meeting. During the 
evening several sacred pieces were creditably executed by 
the choir and other amateurs. Mr. W. H. Bevington, 
organist of King's College, presided at the organ, and 
performed a number of solos in a very able manner. The 
instrument is highly effective, and reflects much credit on 
the builders. 

Windsor. — The Windsor and Eton Choral Society gave 
Handel's Israel in Egypt on the 7th of Feb., in the Town 
Hall. The principal singers were Miss Burgiss and 
Messrs. Barnby, Lambert, and Dyson. Dr. Elvey con- 
ducted. — The Royal Glee and Madrigal Union, consisting 
of the following gentlemen, Messrs. Knowles, Marriott, 
Adams, Dyson, Whiffin, Bridgewater, Barnby, and 
Lambert, had the honour of performing a selection of 
glees and part-songs, &c, before Her Majesty and 
Court, at Windsor Castle, on Wednesday evening, Feb. 9. 

On Tuesday evening, the 15th, the Windsor and Eton 

Glee and Madrigal Union gave their fifth subscription 
concert, in the Town Hall. 

Wisbech.— Mr. George Porter has been appointed or- 
ganist of the Parish Church of Wisbech. 

York. — The fourth of the People's Concerts took place 
in the Festival Concert-room, which was again crowded. 
The vocalists engaged were Miss Armstrong, Miss New- 
bound, Mr. Ashton, and Mr. Rhodes. Mr. Shaw led the 
band, and presided at the pianoforte in an efficient 
manner. The conceit was altogether successful. 



Taxes on Knowledge. — A meeting was held at Exeter 
Hall, on the 2nd of February, by the Association for pro- 
moting the Repeal of the Paper Duty, — the last of the 
Taxes on Knowledge. Mr. T. M. Gibson, M.P., was in 
the chair, and the meeting was addressed by Dr. Watts, 
Mr. W. Chambers, Mr. Nichol, Mr. Greening, Mr. 
Cassel, Mr. Ayrton, M.P., Mr. Dawson, and Mr.Greer, 
M.P. Resolutions were unanimously carried that a peti- 
tion should be presented to the House of Parliament in 
the following terms :— " That the Paper Duty was imposed 
in the year 1712, in common with other vexatious restric- 
tions on the press. That it is a tax on literature, an ob- 
struction to education, an impediment to commerce, and 
a hindrance to production. That it interferes with the 
process of manufacture, represses industry, and injures 
the revenue. That your petitioners hail with satisfaction 
the unanimous decision come to by your honorable House 
on the 21st of June, 1858, — that the maintenance of the 
Excise on Paper as a permanent source of revenue would 
be impolitic. Your petitioners therefore pray that your 
honorable House will forthwith make such financial 
arrangements as will enable you to dispense with that tax." 
— Since the above meeting, a deputation from the society 
has had an interview with Lord Derby; but, though his 
Lordship expressed a decided opinion that the duty ought 
to be repealed, he feared that financial difficulties would 
prevent such a course being taken at present. 



